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Remember me to Madam Letitia and the ladies. You
have no doubt heard of poor Thorn's sad business.
J. Fenimore Cooper.
Mr. Hunter was the American Consul at Cowes.
TO CAROLINE DE LANCEY
Paris, December 3d, 1831
My dear Caroline,
As I know this letter will be, in one respect, the bearer
of bad news, I caution you to summon your courage, and
to show that you are, what I know you to be, a woman
of resolution. Not to frighten you unnecessarily, I will
tell you at once, we do not come home this year, if we do
the next. I am making money so'fast, just now, and it is
so important for me to be on the spot, that I should be
culpable to the last degree, to let the opportunity of
providing for the girls go by. In addition to this motive,
which you will agree with me in thinking all sufficient,
the girls would be losers in their education, and I am
much afraid that I might return alone to visit parts of
Europe that we have not yet seen, were we to return next
summer. The cholera morbus had almost decided us to
cross the ocean, but the nearer approach of the disease,
and the almost certainty with which it can be avoided,
has entirely changed the resolution. Even Sue (daugh-
ter), the greatest coward among us, has regained her
heart, and is no longer afraid. At the most we shall be
driven from Paris for two or three months, though it is
less certain that we shall have the disease here at all.
Now for you and Martha.
I was grieved to hear the reason you gave for not
coming last year. Are you not wrong in not selling some
of your real estate? What is done with the Saxon and the

